


We needed something to take our minds off politics and economics and the depress-
ing news that have filled the media since the economic crash in Iceland in late 2008. 
And the distraction arrived in the form of a volcanic eruption at the Eyjafjallajökull 
glacier. The eruption started late night on March 20th in a volcano that had been 
dormant for almost 200 years. I was not able to get there until March 27th and 
that first visit to the eruption site was such a powerful experience that I’ve been up 
there again twice when this is written. It is hard to describe the experience in words 
and images don’t really do it justice. I sat mesmerized at the edge of the Hrunárgil 
canyon, watching streams of lava fall into the narrow canyon with accompany-
ing steam explosions as the lave came into contact with water. I walked along the 

newly formed lava, tried to get close to do detail shots with a wide angle lens but 
the intense heat kept pushing me back. In my latest visit I just arrived at the crater as 
a new fissure was opening up and gaining intensity by the minute. I was approach-
ing the area from a different direction than before, a route that had been recently 
opened, and with the unpredictable change in behavior I realized how unsafe this 
place was if one approached too close. For the first time in my life I was more con-
cerned about my safety than the photography. But who in is right mind tries to get 
as close as possible to spewing fissures and running lava? Apparently photographers,  
and I can’t wait to get back.
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THE EARTH OPENS UP
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The main crater
Fimmvörðuháls, March 28, 2010.

Molten lave is thrown hundreds of meters into the air by the main crater. The fissure 
opened up at Fimmvörðuháls between Eyjafjallajökull and Mýrdalsjökull glaciers. The 
lava that has flowed from the crater has closed off one of the most popular hik-
ing routes in Iceland, the 24 km long Fimmvörðuháls walk from Skógar to Básar in 
Thórsmörk. The area is known for sudden changes in weather as it’s high up between 
two glaciers.
Canon 1D MkIV, 70-200/4 IS at 145mm. ISO 400, 1/800, f/4,5.
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Hrunárgil lava flow
Fimmvörðuháls, March 31, 2010.

During night the lava flows are intensified in the darkness. But staying up there after 
sunset is a challenge that should not be taken lightly. The almost constant wind turns 
the –15 °C temperature into –30, which makes photography a painful process if stay-
ing for too long in one spot.
Canon 1Ds MkIII, 70-200/4 IS at 170mm. ISO 100, 6 sec, f/14.
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Rising steam from Hrunárgil
Fimmvörðuháls, March 31, 2010.

The lava drops off into two canyons, Hrunárgil to the east of the crater and Hvannárgil 
to the west. Steam rises from the canyon as the lava comes into contact with ice and 
water. This image was made on the approach to the eruption from Básar, a route that 
was opened up the day before. The hike up from Básar is “only” 7 km, while the hike 
from Skógar is about 15 km. The new lava closes the route so that the eruption has to 
be approached from either side.
Canon 1Ds MkIII, 16-35/2.8 II at 35mm. ISO 400, 1/80, f/11.
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Hrunárgil
Fimmvörðuháls, March 28, 2010.

Canon 1Ds MkIII, 24 TS-E II. ISO 100, 1/10, f/8.
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Lava fall
Fimmvörðuháls, March 28, 2010.

Both these images are off the same subject, a wide view and with a telephoto. Lava 
flowed in to Hrunárgil early during the eruption. It then stopped and the flow redirected 
itself into Hvannárgil canyon. On Sunday the 28th lava again started falling into Hrunár-
gil and I was lucky enough to be at the site when this happened.
Canon 1Ds MkIII, 70-200/4 IS at 127mm. ISO 100, 1/6, f/11.
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Lava rush
Fimmvörðuháls, March 27, 2010.

Canon 1D MkIV, 70-200/4 IS at 200mm. ISO 400, 1/250 f/7,1.

During my first day at the eruption site a river of lava suddenly started flowing sideways 
out of the main wall of semi-hardened lava. The glowing “mud” continually crushed it’s 
crust as it pushed forward. 
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Glowing river
Fimmvörðuháls, March 31, 2010.

Canon 1Ds MkIII, 70-200/4 IS at 200mm. ISO 100, 2.5 sec, f/22.

The ever changing river of lava that fell into Hrunárgil canyon.
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A new fissure emerges
Fimmvörðuháls, March 31, 2010.

Canon 1Ds MkIII, 16-35/2.8 II at 18mm. ISO 200, 1/80, f/6,3

This image is shot about 20 minutes after a new fissure opened up. It can be seen to 
the right while the main crater is to the left. This new development made the area very 
unsafe and people that had hiked up to the site from Básar started going back down to 
safer ground. Those who were slow or stayed longer up there were soon evacuated by 
helicopters. Fortunately no one was harmed. The eruption is expected to continue for 
some weeks. Thousands of people have already seen it up close and thousands more 
will do so in the weeks to come. It is certainly a once in lifetime opportunity to experi-
ence a volcanic eruption in this incredible surroundings. It’s a small eruption on the scale 
of what has happened in Iceland in the past, but it’s extremely photogenic.




